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pick which kind, I don’t care, value-
added tax, whatever it is—that we
would not need nearly that many em-
ployees and we would not spend $160
billion a year paying our taxes, which
is what we pay other people outside the
IRS.

We also know the IRS, for every dol-
lar they spend investing in compliance,
gets between $3 and $4 back. So some-
where between $50 billion and $100 bil-
lion out of the $370 billion that we
don’t get now, we can save. But we
tend to want to use it for a political de-
bate.

How about eliminating outdated and
wasteful programs. Let me go through
some of them. That is $18 billion.
Science fiction weapons, $431 million,
got nothing for it over the last 10
years, nothing for it, and we spent $431
million and got nothing.

The Coast Guard lengthened eight
patrol boats through an earmark. It
cost $100 million. They are all worth-
less now. We have to buy eight patrol
boats. Somebody had a good idea.

How about excessive fuel costs? At
minimum, $35 million a year, and what
we know now looks like in Iraq another
$12 million worth of fraud occurring in
the fuel depots inside Baghdad. An-
other $40 million, $560 million on fuel.

How about improper travel payments
at the Defense Department, $4 million
a year? Security clearances—it costs us
half a billion dollars a year to do secu-
rity clearances because we are doing it
in the Dark Ages when, in fact, for al-
most every other thing around this
country we have developed modern sys-
tems, computer-aided IT to develop
how fast and how often we can clear se-
curity items. Yet we spend half a bil-
lion, and it takes a year to get some-
body cleared. We could cut that in half.

We had a wonderful earmark for pol-
yester t-shirts for our marines. The
only problem is, if their MRAP or
humvee has a fire, it sticks to their
skin. But we still spend $3 million on
them.

How about a ferry to nowhere, 84 mil-
lion bucks? We rejected the develop-
mental boat proposed from a defense
contractor in 2002, and the U.S. Navy
was required to accept the project and
the bid and deploy it to the seas for
field engagement, even though it never
proved economically worthwhile.

How about a James Bond boat, $4.5
million, three of them?

A high-altitude airship. The Presi-
dent knows something about this. The
Missile Defense Agency did not request
funding for this program. As a matter
of fact, they said they canceled the
program called the high-altitude air-
ship because of capability limitations.
Yet we continue to spend at least $1
million a year every year on that pro-
gram because somebody wants it. Some
constituent, some moneyed interest,
somebody who might employ 20 or 30
people wants it. Somebody wants it, so
we have to look good.

How about the American Embassy in
Iraq, $592 million? We know a good 20
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percent of it is pure waste. We have
seen the fraud. We have seen the re-
ports. We know what is going on there.
Have we cut back the amount of
money? Have we limited the amount of
money on it? No. We offered an amend-
ment and couldn’t get it done.

How about USAID in Afghanistan,
$5.68 billion spent for schools. In the
first snow, the roofs collapsed on them.
Did we do anything about it? No, we
hired the contractor to do more stuff
on a cost-plus basis.

How about hospital clinics that were
supposedly built, except after we paid
for them, the Afghanistan Government
told us they didn’t build them. How do
we let that happen? That is us. That
isn’t the bureaucracy; that is us. We
are letting it happen. We are allowing
it.

We spend $20 billion on Federal AIDS
programs and what we know is lots of
it gets wasted. We know there is wide-
spread deficiencies within the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention in
the HIV prevention program. Those are
not my words; that is the HHS inspec-
tor general.

Two million dollars was embezzled at
the San Juan AIDS Institute. NIH is
spending $120 million right now on a
vaccine program. The starter of that
program and the major scientists who
started it said it will not work, and
they are not contributing, but we con-
tinue to spend $120 million on a pro-
gram everybody in science knows is
not going to work, but we are doing it.

By the way, we spent $300,000 or
$400,000 on HIV Vaccine Awareness
Day, and we don’t even have a vaccine.
It is important we spend it, but we can-
not get rid of it because somebody ob-
jects.

AIDS housing,
wasted.

Here is my favorite. How about $1
million paid to dead farmers? A billion,
I am sorry, a billion dollars paid to
dead farmers for their crops. They are
dead. We are continuing to pay them,
up to 15 years some of them. It is the
only program you can continue to col-
lect after you are dead, and yet we
have an Agriculture Department that
allows that to happen.

How about this—this is great—the
National Park Service centennial cele-
bration. We are going to spend $100 mil-
lion in a time when our deficit is $607
billion, our debt $10 trillion, and our
unfunded liabilities are $7 trillion, and
we are going to spend $100 million to
celebrate our national parks? That
doesn’t pass the smell test. Nobody is
sitting around their dinner table to-
night saying if we are ever in the kind
of shape we are in, we ought to be
doing that.

How about $100 million for the con-
ventions that we did under emergency
funding? We spent $100 million,
everybody’s money, for each city so we
could have the conventions in Denver
and Minneapolis.

The other interesting thing about the
national parks is it doesn’t turn 100
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until 2016, 8 years from now, but we are
going to spend the money.

How about a $30 billion subsidy to
Amtrak? Amtrak started with a sub-
sidy and was supposed to get better. We
continue to not hold them accountable.
How about a $244 million subsidy for
food on Amtrak? Maybe we want to
continue to have Amtrak. Maybe it is
worth it to us to have a $1.5 billion sub-
sidy every year on Amtrak. I would
agree with that. Maybe that is the
right priority. But should we be sub-
sidizing a quarter of a million dollars a
year for people’s food on Amtrak? But
we are.

Other items—essential air service to
small communities that are within
driving distance of another commu-
nity, we are going to spend $110 million
this year. How about the fact that we
are going to pay Federal employees
$250 million to ride the transit? Nobody
else in this country gets paid to ride
the transit. Nobody else gets their
transit bills paid. But Federal employ-
ees, we are going to take a quarter of
a billion dollars every year, and we are
going to say to some of the best paid,
best benefited workers in the country
that we are going to give you a quarter
of a billion dollars in subsidy so you
will ride the transit. Well, economics
will tell them to ride the transit. The
American taxpayer shouldn’t do that.

Well, I am wearing thin, I know, my
colleagues, and so I will stop and enter
into the RECORD the remaining 50 pages
of examples I have of stupidity for
which we are responsible. The real im-
portant thing to keep in mind, if you
have been listening to this, is that we
are on an unsustainable course, that,
in fact, a child born today is going to
inherit something different from what
we did. We inherited opportunity. They
are going to inherit debt. We inherited
a leadership and a heritage that says
you sacrifice for the next generation.
They are going to inherit a legacy that
says you kick the next generation in
the teeth.

Everything I have outlined today is
something we could have controlled,
we as Members of the Senate, but we
are so busy doing earmarks that we
don’t do any oversight. Now, what I
just outlined to this body is what my
staff has discovered in 3 years. Think
what would happen if all of us were ag-
gressively oversighting every agency of
the Federal Government. Think how ef-
ficient it would be. Think how much
waste wouldn’t be there. Think about
what a great deal we would be doing for
these kids.

America expects us to tighten our
belt. They expect us to do what they
are having to do right now. They are
tired of our wasteful spending, they are
tired of our earmarks, and they are
tired of our bridges to nowhere. We bet-
ter listen. There is a rumble, and if we
don’t listen, it is our own fault that we
will continue to decline in esteem in
front of the American people. We will
have well earned it.

So the next time somebody says they
want to raise your taxes, ask them how



